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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): David Laird House      

Address: 1109 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1895      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: SA-46    

Current Owner: Eleanor, Craig, and Wendy Griffin (T/C)  

Legal Description (include acreage): ALL LOT 2 & S1/2 LOT 3 BLK 5 SNYDERS ADDITION TO PARK CITY NWD-

571 HWD-196 754-582 822-65-67 858-823-824 1303-12851315-504 ELEANOR GRIFFIN UND 1/3 INT, CRAIG 

GRIFFIN UND 1/3 INT & WENDY GRIFFIN UND 1/3 INT 1303-1285; 0.06 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: “L” cottage or “T” cottage          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Aluminum siding     

Foundation: Not visible and therefore its material cannot be verified      

Roof: Asphalt shingle         

Windows/Doors: Aluminum sliding windows and aluminum framed screen door     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

Garage-Frame: 231 SF Typical Quality 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

1109 Park is a T/L cottage that has had many of its historic elements modified. The T/L cottage, also known as a 

cross-wing, is one of the three main house types built during the historic Park City mining era. A rear addition was 

built sometime after the 1941 Sanborn map, but before the c. 1940 tax photo which extended a part of the rear 

house past the original wall. A later addition appears to have built out the original wall to the same point as the 

previous addition. The cross gable roof is sheathed with standing seam metal, replacing the composition shingles 

seen in earlier photos. The walls are clad with aluminum siding, which either covered or replaced the wood drop 

siding present in 1940. A brick chimney is seen at the peak of the roof and appears to be shorter in current photos. 

The windows are all aluminum sliders, with a large window in the front gable end, and another to the left of the door 

in the porch area. There is an aluminum screen door in front of the main door, which is a wood door with several 

lites. The porch is covered by a shed extension of the main roof and supported by metal supports, which replaced 

the square wood posts shown in the c. 1940 tax photo. A small gabled garage is seen at the rear of the lot, though 
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lack of historical reference to it makes it difficult to determine when it was built. Although the form remains legible, 

the cumulative formal and material changes have diminished its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

This house was built between 1889 and 1900, judging from the Sanborn Insurance maps from those years. The 

owner of the property at that time may have been David Laird, he having purchased it in 1887. He appears on the 

1880 census for Park City, though it is unknown if he lived at this house, due to the lack of addresses given on that 

census. He lived in Park City with his wife Elizabeth and their four children. The census states that he worked in a 

quartz mill at that time. The property came under the ownership of his wife, who sold it in 1924 to Augustus 

Curtius.  

 

Augustus Curtius was from California, and married a woman from Park City. They lived in Provo after their 

marriage. It is unknown if they ever lived in this house, or in Park City. They sold the house to Richard Brierly, who 

was Mrs. Augustus Curtius’s former brother in law, in 1925.  

 

The only information regarding Richard Brierly is from the 1930 census of Pleasant Grove, Utah, indicating that he 

may not have lived in this house. The title history shows that the house stayed in his family until 1947, though the 

1930 census shows that the house was owned and occupied by Arthur and Gwenetta Messner and their three 

children. It is unknown why this discrepancy exists, but mistakes are not uncommon in early Park City records.  

 

Arthur Messner worked as a merchant for soda water, and lived in Park City for many years.  He died in 1973. If he 

did own this house, he either moved or sold it by 1940, when the census of that year shows that it was rented by 

Louis and Annie Williams. He worked as a waterman for a mine.  

 

The property was sold by Josie Brierly in 1947 to Frederick Langford, and is currently owned by Eleanor, Craig, 

and Wendy Griffin. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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1109 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
1109 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 
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1109 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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