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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Ellsworth J. Beggs House      

Address: 703 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1907      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: NGS-1     

Current Owner: High West Properties LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 1 NATIONAL GARAGE SUBDIVISION; ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 

PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT 8129 SQ FT OR 0.19 AC 1099-577 1471-

57 1477-783 1885-404 HIGHWEST PROPERTIES LLC 1885-404; PARK CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 1471-

57; AS THEIR INT MAY APPEAR 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: commercial   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          07/12/1984 – Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: various, from 1940s to present  tax Card  Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: House - Pyramid (2-story, foursquare) False front garage       

No. Stories: 2     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Concrete      

Roof: Pyramid/hipped roof form sheathed in standing seam metal        

Windows/Doors: Paired and single double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The High West Distillery and Saloon was described in a 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a two story frame box with a projecting cross-wing on the facade. It is a variant of the pyramid 

house. It has a pyramid roof over the box section, and a gable roof over the cross-wing. A small porch fills the 

space beside the cross wing. The porch piers are lathe turned, and a decorative pediment projects from the porch 

roof over the entrance area. The diamond cut shingles of the porch pediment match those of the cross-wing gable. 

Both first floor windows on the facade are broad single pane and transom windows. The transom windows are filled 

with leaded glass. One window flanks the door, and the other is set into the gable end. Most of the windows on the 

rest of the house are the one over one double hung sash type. 
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There is a one story rear extension which is probably original. A small frame shed was built between this house and 

the garage to the north. It touches the house, but does not penetrate the wall. The shed therefore does not affect 

the original character of the house. This building is in excellent condition, and is essentially unaltered on the 

exterior. It maintains its original integrity.” 

 

A large scale renovation occurred in 2008. The renovation moved the garage to the north and a connection was 

added between the garage and the house. A concrete foundation was installed underneath the house. The 

connecting addition is roofed with corrugated metal and has a large glazed curtain wall. The roof was sheathed 

with composition shingles, replacing the metal standing seam roof present before. The significant renovation and 

reconstruction project of both this house and the adjacent garage was reviewed by the State Historic Preservation 

Office, and does not adversely affect the overall character of the house. The overall form and materiality of the 

building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

 

The history of this house was described in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1907, the Ellsworth J. Beggs House at 703 Park is architecturally significant as one of about four extant 

two story box houses in Park City, three of which are well preserved and included in this nomination. The two story 

box is closely tied with the pyramid house, one of three major house types in Park City. Like the pyramid house, it 

has a square or nearly square form, a pyramid or truncated hip roof, and a porch spanning the facade. It varies in 

size from the pyramid house, being a full two stories, as compared with the one or one and one half stories of the 

pyramid house. The two story box was not common in Park city, but judging from the range of extant buildings in 

Park City, it seems to have been the preferred design choice for a sizeable Park City house. All of the extant 

examples of this house are located on prominent sites along Park Avenue, the most prestigious street in Park City, 

further documenting the significance of this house type as one chosen by those who were seeking more than a 

utilitarian dwelling.  

Ellsworth J. Beggs bought this property in 1904, but, according to the Sanborn Insurance Maps, he did not build 

this house until after 1907. Located on the property at the time of Beggs’ purchase were a livery stable, a small 

one-story house on the rear of the lot, and a one-story house of similar configuration as the current two-story 

house located there. The livery stable was either greatly expanded or replaced c. 1906 by the larger livery 

stable/garage that is currently on the property. A $500 mortgage that year by Beggs indicates that the construction 
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of that building took place that year. The new livery stable, which, at the time of its construction, shared its south 

wall with the north wall of the one story house, later served as an automobile garage. 

 

The existing two-story house was either built or moved onto the site after 1907, replacing the one story house, but 

located several feet south of where it had stood. Speculation that this house was moved here at a later date from 

another location is based on the fact that the Victorian inspired styling of this house was usually not used on 

buildings as late as 1907 and was usually not contemporary with the use of concrete foundations, such as the one 

upon which this house sits. Evidence to support the assumption that this house was built on the site is that Beggs 

was a local carpenter who was known to have built at least one other house in town of similar scale and styling, 

421 Park. The relatively late construction date, c. 1907, can be attributed only to Beggs’ preference for that house 

type. The concrete foundation, though probably not part of the original construction of the house, was possibly 

constructed a number of years after the house was built. The process, which was not uncommon in Park City, 

involved raising up the house, pouring a concrete foundation underneath it, and then lowering the house back 

down on the new foundation. 

 

Ellsworth J. Beggs was born in Pennsylvania in 1861, and came to Park City by at least 1889, the year that he 

married Eva Jane Lockhart. She was the daughter of one of Park City's well-known and long-time citizens, Oliver 

Lockhart. Prior to moving into this house, Ellsworth and Eva Jane lived with her brother, Scott Lockhart, an 

attorney, in his house on Park Avenue. In addition to working as a carpenter, Ellsworth also served as a city 

councilman in Park City. The Beggs owned this house until 1946, when it was sold to Byron F. Wilde, a banker. The 

current owners, Burnis and Betty Watts, bought the house in 1974.” 

 

The house has been sold since the time of this description and is currently owned by High West Properties LLC. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Ellsworth Beggs House 

703 Park Ave. 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 

View from Southeast corner 

Photo by Roger Roper, October 1983 

Negative: Utah State Historical Society 
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703 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
703 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 
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703 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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DOCUMENTS 
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