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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Irinda Watson House      

Address: 610 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1905      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-117      

Current Owner: Taylor O. Harmeling and Alexander J. Adamson  

Legal Description (include acreage): PC 117 ALL LOT 30 BLK 8 PARK CITY SURVEY HQC444 RWD-57 GQC-341 

M18-295 M215-564 274-347 506-359 519-217 555-37 829-70 1103-12 1688-589 2012-240 2127-236 

TAYLOR O HARMELING UND 50% INT & ALEXANDER J ADAMSON AS TO UND 50% INT 2127-236; 0.04 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling    

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:      Non Historic   

          07/11/1984 – Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Pyramid House type          

No. Stories: 1.5     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: 1957 & 1968 tax cards indicate concrete foundation; not verified      

Roof: Truncated gable roof form sheathed in metal material         

Windows/Doors: Paired double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 610 Park Ave was described in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“This house is a one and one half story variant of the pyramid house. Features of this house that are typical of the 

basic pyramid house are the generally symmetrical facade with a door set slightly off-center between two windows 

or pairs of windows, and the low pitch hip roof porch spanning the facade. The windows are the double hung sash 

one over one type. The porch is supported on lathe turned columns topped with lacey decorative brackets. Key 

characteristics of the variant include: a long rectangular form built deep on the lot, a truncated hip or gable roof 

with a clipped gable on the facade, and windows set into the gable section. This house fits that description. It has a 

truncated gable roof, and a pair of second story windows is centered in the gable section over the door. Large 
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dormers project from the north and south sides of the east end of the building. The dormers are probably not 

original, but because they are located at the rear of the building, and are therefore essentially hidden from view, 

and because they were constructed of drop siding that matches the original siding, they are unobtrusive and do 

not affect the original character of the building. Except for the addition of the dormers, the house is unaltered. It is 

in excellent condition and maintains its original integrity.” 

 

No major alterations have been made since the time of this description, and the house retains its historical integrity. 

Not described in the above nomination was an ornate wooden door with a large upper light surrounded by smaller 

panes. The door has since been replaced with a less ornate door with a similar upper light. The transom window 

still remains. The foundation is noted as being concrete on two tax cards, but it is not visible, and remains 

unverified. The overall form and materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1905, the Irinda Watson house at 610 Park is architecturally significant as one of 69 extant pyramid 

houses in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being nominated, 11 are true pyramid 

houses and 17 are variants of the basic type. This house is one of the variants of the pyramid house. The pyramid 

house is one of the three most common house types built during the early period of Park City's mining boom era, 

and significantly contributes to the character of the residential area. It appeared early on, but continued to be built 

with variations longer than the other two types. 

 

This house was probably built for Irinda Watson in 1905, as indicated by a lien placed on the property that year by 

the Summit Lumber Company. Mrs. Watson had owned this property since 1893, but whatever house may have 

previously been located here was probably burned in the 1898 fire which destroyed much of the town. William A. 

Watson (b. 1876), the oldest of her four children and a miner, was part owner in this property. Irinda was born in 

Utah in 1853 and was apparently widowed in the 1890s.  

 

The Watsons sold this house in 1911 to John J. Fitzgerald, who owned it until about 1916. Other owners include 

Mary Jefford (c.l916-27), and Andrew Petersen (1927-34).” 
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Further research has uncovered more information on the other owners and occupants of this house. John 

Fitzgerald lived on Main Street with his wife Elizabeth and their four children at the time of the 1920 census. This 

house was not listed on that census, indicating it was vacant at that time. He was the proprietor of a retail store, 

and it is unknown if he and his family ever lived at this house. The title history indicates that they owned it until 

1924, not 1916 as listed above.  

 

The next owner of the house was Mary Jefford. She appears on the 1920 census, living with her husband William 

and their three children on Woodside Avenue at that time. No other information could be found on her. She sold 

the house in 1927 to Andrew Petersen. 

 

Andrew Petersen appears on the 1920 census, at which time he lived at 857 Park Avenue, with his wife Maud and 

their three children. Andrew worked as a grocer in Park City, and was also the Summit County commissioner for 

several years. It appears that they rented the house out, at least during the time of the 1930 census, when it was 

occupied by Bert and Laren Carpenter, and Heber and Pearl Beckstrom and their son. It is unknown if the house 

was divided in any way at this time. Bert Carpenter and Heber Beckstrom both worked for a mine, Bert as a 

laborer, and Heber as a carpenter. The house was sold in 1934 to Emmett Brooks. 

 

Emmett Brooks appears on the 1940 census, living in this house with his wife May and their two children. Emmett 

worked as an agent in regards to wholesale gasoline, but nothing else could be found on him or his family. It is 

unknown how long they owned the house due to a break in the title history. The house is currently owned by Taylor 

Harmeling and Alexander Adamson. 
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PHOTOS  

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Irinda Watson House 

610 Park Ave., Park City, Summit County, Utah 

West facade 

Photo by Roger Roper, October 1983 

Negative: Utah State Historical Society 
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610 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
610 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 
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610 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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