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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Dr. William Bardsley House      

Address: 517 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction:  c. 18888     City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-73      

Current Owner: Jasper Rose LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOTS 3-4-5 BLK 5 PARK CITY SURVEY(LESS N'LY 5.5 FT OF LOT 5 BLK 5 

PARK CITY SURVEY) BAL 0.12 ACRES M11-546 IQC-104 M47-613-614 M43-700 370-192 461-184-A 668-396 

(REF:775-779) 2016-556 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          05/26/1994 – Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints:    tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum       abstract of title 

                 USHS Preservation Files 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: T/L cottage type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding     

Foundation: Stone      

Roof: Cross-wing roof form sheathed in asphalt shingles         

Windows/Doors: Single, paired and grouped double-hung sash type     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 517 Park Avenue was described in a 1994 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“The Dr. William Bardsley House is located on the west (uphill) side of Park Avenue, historically a favored location 

overlooking Park City's Main Street. Adjacent buildings are typically close on all sides. At the front edge of the 

property is a historic, but perhaps not original, 3 -1 I 2 foot ta11 retaining wall built of native stone laid in random 

ashlar coursing. New retaining walls with random rubble coursed stone veneer flank the driveway to the recently 

constructed garage beneath the north cross-wing. There are no outbuildings on the site.  
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The Bardsley House is a frame cross-wing type house. The perpendicular cross-wing (with gable end toward the 

street) is a full two stories tall. An Italianate style box bay window is located on the front of the cross-wing with 

paired double hung windows above. The decorative bargeboard in the gable end was salvaged from another 

historic house but remaining historic attachment marks indicate that an element of similar size and configuration 

was present historically. The southern wing was originally one story tall but the attic was expanded several 

decades ago (see Photo No.2) creating a very unsatisfactory roof condition. Other intrusive alterations (synthetic 

siding, window and porch alterations, etc.) likely happened at this same time. An extensive rehabilitation in 1993 

has corrected the altered configuration of the roofs, re-creating the historic gable form and restoring the porch, 

basing the porch columns and balustrade on a few minor remaining historic elements and nearby historic models. 

The ridge is slightly higher to adequately accommodate the apartment located in this former attic space. The porch 

has been extended slightly to the south to provide additional protection from snow. The repaired historic drop 

siding, compatible window replacements, and the reconstructed porch and roof contribute to the very successful 

restoration of the building's historic architectural integrity. 

 

The interior had been significantly altered during previous remodeling’s. The recent rehabilitation removed many 

non-original partitions, lowered ceilings, and incompatible features and sensitively added baths, kitchens and 

closets to accommodate the four apartments now in the building. The new basement contains a garage, a 

mechanical room and storage space. There are two rental units on both the main and upper levels. The historic 

stairway was carefully restored ·in the central hallway space. A brass rail was installed on the second level above 

the historic balustrade to meet code requirements. Original doors were restored and reused in many locations. 

Again, the 1993 project has greatly improved the integrity of the interior of the building.” 

 

The building remains unchanged since the writing of the 1994 nomination. The overall form and materiality of the 

building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of this house was detailed in the 1994 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“…The fact that the northern cross-wing of the Bardsley House is a full two stories while the southern wing is only 

one and one-half stories is atypical. (The 1889 Sanborn fire insurance map – the earliest available - notes the 

northern portion as one and one half stories and the southern portion just one story.) While some T/L cottages in 

Park City have been created by the addition of a perpendicular cross-wing to an existing hall-parlor house, it 
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appears that the Bardsley House was built at one time. In this case, floor plans and construction framing present 

no evidence for such ‘additive’ construction of the T/L cottage. While the Bardsley House is larger than the typical 

miners cottages in the Mining Boom Era Thematic nomination, its size reflects the likely prosperity and social 

position of long time community physicians. 

 

William J. Bardsley was born in Gunnison, Sanpete County, Utah on 23 December 1869 and graduated from Rush 

Medical College in Chicago in 1903. Soon thereafter, he arrived in Park City and became a staff member of the 

Park City Hospital. He later served as a Medical Corps Captain in World War One. He returned to Park City and 

was an active Mason and a member of the American Legion. He married Marie Boerding McCarroll on 5 July 1917 

and continued to practice medicine in Park City for over fifty years. He died in Salt Lake City on June 7, 1959. 

 

Bardsley was at least the third or fourth owner of this house. (the date of construction is estimated as 1888 as it 

first appears on the 1889 Sanborn map.) He purchased it upon his arrival in Park City in 1903 from Dr. William D. 

Donoher. Donoher had graduated from a medical college in St. Louis and had studied extensively in Europe. He 

settled in Park City in 1900 and practiced medicine for five years before moving to Salt Lake City. He continued his 

ear/nose/throat specialty in Salt Lake City until 1934 when he moved to Los Angeles. It is unknown if the house 

was typically sold from one community physician to a newly arriving doctor, but Bardsley sold the house in 1918 to 

the Daly Mining Company. Its later historic owners and/or occupants are unknown....” 

 

Hattie Williamson was the owner before William Donoher. The only Hattie Williamson that could be found resided in 

Salt Lake in the time of her ownership, thus it is likely that she rented the house out. The house was rented during 

the time of the 1920 census by E.S. Higginson, his wife Emma, and their son Charles. E.S. worked as a miner, but 

no other information could be found on him or his family. The house does not appear on the 1930 census. It was 

bought from the Daly Mining Company in 1932 by George Cunningham. 

 

George Cunningham appears on the 1930 census, living at 602 Park Avenue with his wife Jeanette and their four 

children at that time. He was the owner of a retail hardware store. He sold the house just four years after he 

purchased it, to George Epsy. 

 

George Epsy lived at this house with his wife Edythe during the 1940 census. He rented the house out for income, 

and there were three other families living there at the time of the census. No other information could be found on 

him, but he retained ownership of the house until 1950. The property has changed hands several times since then 

and is currently owned by Jasper Rose LLC. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Dr. William Bardsley House 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 

Photo #1 
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Dr. William Bardsley House 

Photo #2 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 
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Dr. William Bardsley House 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 

Photo #3 
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Dr. William Bardsley House 

Park City, Summit County Utah 

Photo #4 
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Dr. William Bardsley House 

Park City, Summit County, Utah 

 

 
517 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 
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517 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 

 

 
517 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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