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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): John Prisk House      

Address: 502 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1903      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: PC-144      

Current Owner: Hughes Meador LLC  

Legal Description (include acreage): ALL LOT 46 BLK 9 PARK CITY SURVEY HQC-431 IQC-85-673 1953-22 

M29-657 449-686-687 1362-1119; 0.04 AC 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 1995 & 2006  tax Card   Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum       abstract of title 

                 USHS Preservation Files 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: Foursquare/pyramid type/Vernacular style        

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: The exterior walls are clad in clapboard siding     

Foundation: The foundation is not visible in the available photographs and therefore its material or 

existence be verified      

Roof: The hipped roof is sheathed in shake shingles         

Windows/Doors: The façade windows include a large fixed pane with a leaded glass transom and a pair of 

one-over-one double-hung wooden sash in the same vertical opening with simple wooden casing. The 

door is paneled with a single light     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

502 Park is a foursquare type house that has been well preserved. The foursquare house, also known as a pyramid 

house, is one of the three main house types built during the historic Park City mining era. The hipped roof is 

sheathed with wood shake shingles and has a gabled dormer projecting toward the front façade. A small brick 

chimney is seen through the rear part of the roof and is visible from the front of the house. The walls are clad in a 

clapboard wood siding. There is a pair of double hung sash type windows on the left side of the primary façade, 

and a smaller pair of the same type in the dormer. A large fixed pane window with a transom is present on the right 
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side of the primary façade next to the door. The door is a frame and panel door with an upper light. The porch is 

covered, incorporated under the main roof, with lathe turned posts for support. The porch has a decorative frieze 

atop the posts. The site slopes down significantly from the street and the lower levels are exposed above grade at 

the rear of the house. A stepped walkway runs along the south of the house. The overall form and materiality of the 

building remains intact and the building retains its historic value 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

A structure was present on this site during 1889, as shown on the Sanborn Insurance map of that year. It is likely 

that it was destroyed in the fire of 1898, and this house was built sometime between 1900 and 1907, again judging 

from the Sanborn maps. The title history shows that a mortgage was taken out by John Prisk in 1903, making that 

the most likely year that this house was constructed. 

 

John Prisk appears on the 1900 census, living on Main Street at that time with his wife Emelynn. He is noted as 

working as a stationery engineer for a mine. They lived in Park City until 1914, when they moved to Salt Lake City, 

but retained ownership of the house, and rented it out.  

 

During the 1920 census the house was rented by Donet Desrochers, his wife Leona and their two daughters. 

Donet was born in Canada, and is listed as working as a life insurance agent during 1920. No other information 

could be found on them. The house does not appear on the 1930 census, indicating that it was vacant at that time. 

 

John Prisk moved back to the house in 1935. His wife had died in 1920 while they were living in Salt Lake, and he 

lived at this house with his aunt Elizabeth Williams. He worked as a butcher at Welch, Driscoll, and Buck grocery 

store at that time. He died in 1945 and the property was transferred to his brother Martin, who then transferred it to 

his other brother Charles. The house is currently owned by Hughes Meador LLC 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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502 Park Avenue. Northwest oblique. November 2013. 
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502 Park Avenue. West elevation. November 2013. 

 

 
502 Park Avenue. Southwest oblique. November 2013 
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MAPS 
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