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IDENTIFICATION 

Property Name (if any): Walter and Ann Wilcocks House       

Address: 363 Park Avenue            

Date of Construction: c. 1898      City, County: Park City, Summit County, Utah  

Architect/Builder, if known: unknown     Tax Number: 363-PA-1     

Current Owner: Michael S. and Lisa B. Herring (trustees)  

Legal Description (include acreage): LOT 1 363 PARK AVENUE SUBDIVISION; ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 

PLAT ON FILE IN THE SUMMIT COUNTY RECORDERS OFFICE CONT 4,087 SQ FT OR 0.09 AC (NOTE: THE 

S'LY 1/2 FT OF SD LOT 1 CONFLICTS WITH 1255-480PC-45-A) 1543-224 2049-947 MICHAEL S HERRING & 

LISA B HERRING TRUSTEES OF THE HERRING FAMILY LIVING TRUST 2049-947 

 

STATUS / USE 

Original Use: single dwelling Current Use: single dwelling   

Property Type:   National Register of Historic Places:  Evaluation:   

 Building    Eligible      Landmark Site 

 Structure    Ineligible      Significant Site                 

  Site     Listed, Date:     Non Historic   

          07/12/1984 - Mining Boom Era Residences Thematic District 

DOCUMENTATION 

Photographs:   Research Sources: 

 Tax Photos    Sanborn Maps  City/ County Histories  Newspapers  

 Prints: 2006 (2), 1995, 1983, 1940s  tax Card  Personal Interviews   Other: 

 Historic    Census Records  Park City Museum       abstract of title 
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              USHS Preservation Files 

       

 

DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: pyramid house type          

No. Stories: 1     

Number of Associated Structures:   Accessory building(s). #   Structure(s). #  

Condition:   Good   Fair    Poor   Uninhabitable/Ruin 

Location:  Original location  Moved (Date: ,original location:  ) 

Materials: (Describe the visible materials)  

Exterior Walls: Drop siding      

Foundation: Not verified      

Roof: Truncated hipped roof sheathed in standing-seam metal        

Windows/Doors: Paired double-hung sash type. Frame-and-panel door with transom.     

Additions:     Major   Minor   None 

Alterations:   Major   Minor   None      

Describe Additions/ Alterations (Dates):   

 

Essential Historic Form:  Retains       Does Not Retain 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

(Briefly describe the property and its setting. Include a verbal description of the location; a general description of 

the property including the overall shape, number of stories, architectural style, materials, shape of roof; identify and 

describe any associated structures; identify any known exterior additions and/or alterations.) 

 

The house at 363 Park Avenue was described in a National Register nomination form as follows: 

“This house is a one story frame pyramid house with a truncated pyramid roof. Typical of the pyramid house is the 

square plan, the generally symmetrical facade with a door set slightly off-center between windows, and the hip roof 

porch. What distinguishes this house from others of the type is the use of decorative features on the facade. Many 

pyramid houses have simple, unadorned facades, but Victorian moldings around the door and paired windows and 

a decorative porch distinguish the house at 363 Park. Grooved moldings with decorative corner blocks such as 

those on this house are typical of the period 
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of construction. The porch is one of the most ornate of those on Park City's pyramid houses that have survived to 

the present. It has a shed roof, and is supported on lathe turned porch piers. There is a frieze of jigsaw cut 

ornament across the facade, and a pediment-shaped projection centered over the entrance bay. Decorative 

brackets top the porch piers, and there is a band of teardrop-shaped decorative points below the frieze. The 

original balustrade was replaced by a simple, unadorned bannister of two-by-fours. It is a practical and unobtrusive 

alteration. There is a rear shed extension and a small side extension attached to the north wall. The Sanborn 

Insurance Map indicates that both extensions were built before 1900. Matching drop siding was used so that the 

extensions complement the building, and do not affect its original character. In-period rear extensions are part of 

Park City's architectural vocabulary. Although in many cases an extension represents a major alteration of the 

original house, it usually contributes to the significance of a house because it documents the most common and 

acceptable method of expansion of the small Park City house. This house is in excellent condition, and maintains 

its original integrity.” 

The main part of the house remains unchanged since the writing of this description; however, several additions 

have been made. To the rear and southeast of the main house additions were built to connect to a garage that has 

an upper living space. These additions were reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office as part of a tax 

credit application and were determined to not adversely affect the historical integrity of the site. The overall form 

and materiality of the building remains intact and the building retains its historic value. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Historic Era: 

 Settlement & Mining Boom Era (1868-1893) 

 Mature Mining Era (1894-1930) 

 Mining Decline & Emergence of Recreation Industry (1931-1962) 

 

Narrative Statement of Significance: 

(Briefly describe those characteristics by which this property may be considered historically significant.)  

The history of this house was detailed in the 1984 National Register nomination form as follows: 

 

“Built c. 1898, the Walter and Ann Wilcocks House at 363 Park is architecturally significant as one of 69 

extant pyramid houses in Park City, 28 of which are included in this nomination. Of the 28 being 

nominated, eleven are true pyramid houses and seventeen are variants of the basic type. This house is 

one of the true pyramid houses. The pyramid house is one of the three most common house types built 

during the early period of Park City's mining boom era, and significantly contributes to the character of 

the residential area. It appeared early on, but survived with variations longer than the other two types. 

This house was probably built c. 1898 by Walter and Ann Wilcocks to replace their two-story frame 

housel which had apparently been destroyed in the great fire of June 19, 1898. The Wilcocks also owned 

a rental house at 343 Park, which was also apparently destroyed by the fire and was replaced at about 

the same time with a new house, similar to this house, but smaller and less elaborate. The Wilcocks 
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owned this house until Ann's death in 1930, at which time it was deeded to Ann's nephew, William J. 

Scoble. 

 

Walter and Ann Wilcock~ were born in England, he in 1840 and she in 1845. They immigrated to the U.S. 

in 1865, one year after their marriage, and came to Park City in 1877 where they remained for the rest of 

their lives. By at least 1880, Walter was operating a hotel in the town and had purchased the property on 

which this house stands. He was also involved in real estate investments in the town (see 343 Park), and, 

like almost everyone else in the town, probably had some mining interests as well. He died of Bright's 

disease in 1900. The Wilcocks had no children. Ann Wilcocks continued to live in this house after Walter's 

death, sharing the home for a time with her nephew, William J. Scoble, who, in 1905, purchased her 

rental house at 343 Park. Ann, listed in the 1900 census records as a ‘capitalist’, was apparently active in 

various investments herself. 

 

Other owners of the house include William J. Scoble (1930-32) and Robert Browning Cunningham and 

family (1932-57)” 

 

Further research has revealed more information regarding these later owners of the property. William 

Scoble appears on the 1930 census, living alone in this house. He was not working at that time, but in a 

later article it stated that he purchased a chicken farm.  

 

Robert Browning Cunningham, also known as “Brownie”, lived in the house with his wife Josie and their 

two children during the 1940 census. He was a sheriff in Park City for many years. He retained the 

property until 1957; it has since been bought and sold many times and is currently owned by Michael and 

Lisa Herring. 
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PHOTOS 

(Provide several clear historical and current photos of the property as well as locational maps indicating the 

location of the property in relation to streets or other widely recognized features.) 
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Walter and Ann Wilcocks House 
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363 Park Avenue / Park City, Summit County, Utah  

View from Northeast Corner / Photo: Roger Roper, October 1983 

Negative Files at Utah State Historical Society 
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363 Park Avenue. Northeast oblique. November 2013. 

 

 
363 Park Avenue. East elevation. November 2013. 

 

 
363 Park Avenue. Southeast oblique. November 2013. 
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MAPS 
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